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  3 April 2008
BICILLIN L-A NOW AVAILABLE
Dear CARPA member ,

As you are aware Aspen Pharmacare took over the sponsorship, sales and distribution of Bicillin L-A in 2005 from Wyeth. This process resulted in a submission to the TGA for the change in site of manufacture  to King Pharmaceuticals – USA. Unfortunately, due to to the complexity of the manufacturing process and because of changes to make the product eaiser to use, the time taken for the changeover has been much longer than anticipated.
Bicillin L-A, in a new presentation as a pre-filled syringe, is finally available again. PBS listing commenced on April 1, 2008. No change has been made to formulation and dosage.  However, Bicillin L-A 900mg now comes only in a pack of 10 pre-filled syringes.

With this new presentation, there will no longer be any need for a separate injector, which has now been discontinued.

Because benzathine benzylpenicillin  is so important to public health, particularly in the indigenous community where it is used as prophylactic therapy for rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart disease, the alternative product previously supplied -Pan Benzathine Penicillin - will continue to be PBS listed until 1 August 2008 to allow for stocks to be used up and for a smooth transition to Bicillin L-A.
Injection technique is worth attention to minimise discomfort, including:

- Using the preferred injection site of upper/outer quadrant of the Gluteus maximus

- Infants, small children, midlateral aspect of the thigh may be preferable
- Introduce needle into patient, aspirate by pulling back slighlty on plunger , and inject.
- SLOW steady rate of injection is best.
Thank you for your assistance and patience during this change- over period. 
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