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Important Notification- 3 products
Dear Health Professional,

Aspen Pharmacare has taken over the sponsorship, sales and distribution of a number of products that can be life saving and important to public health. Due to the history of these products and difficulties in manufacture, they have not been available for some time. However, the following are now available:

	Generic Name
	Brand Name
	Strength and Pack Size

	Vancomycin capsules
	Vancocin 
	125mg x 20 capsules

	Vancomycin capsules
	Vancocin 
	250mg x 20 capsules

	Flucloxacillin oral solution
	Flucloxacillin Elixir
	125mg/5mL x 100mL

	Flucloxacillin oral solution
	Flucloxacillin Oral Solution
	250mg/5mL x 100mL

	Benzathine benzylpenicillin injection
	Bicillin L-A 
	900mgx 10 pre-filled syringes


1. Vancocin Capsules

Vancomycin capsules have not been available in the market for a number of years. Due to the importance of this product, Aspen has been given approval by the TGA to distribute a small supply with short shelf dating. Aspen continues to work on some regulatory issues and these are expected to be resolved towards the end of 2008 which hopefully will result in a longer shelf life for future stocks. The current short dated stocks are available in both the 125mg and 250mg capsule strengths and will expire in October 2008. This is only an interim measure to help patients who have been waiting for this product.


Any expired stock from the following batches only may be returned to your wholesaler for full credit:



	Batch Number
	Strength

	7204593
	Vancocin 125mg caps

	7204655
	Vancocin 125mg caps

	7204594
	Vancocin 250mg caps


The cartons of these packs will be “overstickered” with the expiry date reflecting the shorter shelf life. However it is important to note that the foils are not overstickered with the  expiry date change; therefore patients must store the foils in the cartons. 

Regular supplies of Vancocin capsules are expected later this year.

2. Bicillin L-A

Bicillin L-A, in a new presentation as a pre-filled syringe, is finally available again. PBS listing commenced on April 1, 2008. No change has been made to formulation and dosage.  However, Bicillin L-A now comes only in a pack of 10 pre-filled syringes.

With this new presentation, there will no longer be any need for a separate injector, which has now been discontinued.

Because benzathine benzylpenicillin  is so important to public health, particularly in the indigenous community where it is used as prophylactic therapy for rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart disease, the alternative product previously supplied -Pan Benzathine Penicillin - will continue to be PBS listed until 1 August 2008 to allow for stocks to be used up and for a smooth transition to Bicillin L-A.
Thank you for your assistance and patience during this change- over period. 
3. FlucloxacillinOral Solution (Paediatric Oral Suspensions)
Aspen Pharmacare acquired Flopen (Flucloxacillin) 125mg/5ml and 250mg/5ml oral solutions (suspensions of oral antibiotics) in July last year.  Aspen is currently  changing to a new site of  manufacture.  Our stockholding meant to cover this changeover period ran out early due to the competitor brand being discontinued. 

In the meantime, due to the importance of this antibiotic solution for paediatric use, Aspen has been granted temporary TGA approval under section 19A to source an alternative supply of Flucloxacillin oral solution for emergency use until Flopen solution is back in the market.

The PBS has agreed to list the alternative supply product of both strengths from 1 May 2008.  We are air freighting stocks into Australia which we expect to arrive late April or early May. 

 We would like to mention that the issues causing interruption of supply were not of our making, but we have been able to resolve them in the shortest possible time.

Please feel free to contact Aspen should you have any questions on the above products.

Julie Parras - Aspen Pharmacare
